
English II 
 Day 1 

(Inquiry Review) 

Standard(s) 
 

RI: 1.1 Use a recursive process to develop, refine, and evaluate 
questions to broaden thinking on a specific idea that directs 
inquiry for new learning and deeper understanding. 

Learning Targets/ 
I Can Statements 

I can use a recursive process to develop, refine, and evaluate 
questions to broaden thinking on a specific idea that directs 
inquiry for new learning and deeper understanding. 

Essential Question(s) What components make a good inquiry question? 

Resources Inquiry Notes Attachment 
Inquiry Based Learning Edutopia Article (link in Teams) 
Inquiry Project Topic Selection, Questions, and Brainstorming 
Handout  

Learning Activities or 
Experiences 

What is Inquiry Learning? 
 
Read and analyze What the Heck Is Inquiry-Based Learning? 
Article on Inquiry Based Learning. Use complete sentences. 
 
Comprehension Questions: 

1. What is inquiry based learning? 
2. What are the 4 Steps to Inquiry Based Learning? 

 
Check for Understanding: 

1. How does Inquiry Based Learning compare to traditional 
learning styles? 

2. Evaluate the effectiveness of the Inquiry Based Learning 
process. List both benefits and drawbacks. 

 
Research Questions (English 2 – 1A, 2A, & 2B) 
 

1. Review Inquiry Question Components (Attached) 
 

2. Complete Quizizz on Inquiry Questions (Quizzizz Code 
431447) 

 
3. Review and revise your 5 Inquiry Questions. Make sure 

each questions follows the rules provided.  
 

Research Questions (English 2- 4B) 
1. Review Inquiry Question Components (Attached) 

 
2. Complete Quizizz on Inquiry Questions (Quizzizz Code 

431447) 
 



3. Generate 5 Inquiry Questions based on one of the 
following topics: 

 Abortion- Pro-Life/Pro-Choice/Teen Pregnancy 
 

 Gun Control- Gun Laws/2nd Amendment 

 Felons- Disenfranchisement/First Step Act/Voting 

 Body Cameras- Protection/Video Surveillance 

 Marijuana Legalization 
Medical/Recreational/Prohibition 

 Mental Health- Drug Treatment/Addiction vs. 
Holistic/Therapy 

4. Complete Inquiry Project Topic Selection, Questions, and 
Brainstorming Handout 

 
USA Test Prep 

1. ELearning – Day 1 - Inquiry 

Work to be Submitted Submit on Teams 
1. “What the Heck is Inquiry Based Learning” – Questions 
2. Revised Inquiry Questions for Research Project – (5 in 

total) 
USA Test Prep 

1. ELearning – Day 1 - Inquiry 

 
  



Name:________________________________ Date:____________________ 
Block/Day:______________ 
 

Inquiry Project Topic Selection, Questions, and Brainstorming 
 

Here are the following six topics we looked at today that you can choose from: 
 
1. Abortion- Pro-Life/Pro-Choice/Teen Pregnancy 
 
2. Gun Control- Gun Laws/2nd Amendment 
 
3. Felons- Disenfranchisement/First Step Act/Voting 
 
4. Body Cameras- Protection/Video Surveillance 
 
5. Marijuana Legalization- Medical/Recreational/Prohibition 
 
6. Mental Health- Drug Treatment/Addiction vs. Holistic/Therapy 
 
 If you want to do a topic NOT listed above, you better have a detailed explanation AND 
some very good inquiry questions or I’ll make you switch to one of these. 
 Now that you’ve chosen your topic, you’re going to write it below here and give me a 
detailed reason WHY you chose it, WHAT you want to know about it, and HOW you’re going to 
present it.  Then, list the questions you’re going to answer as you conduct your research. 
 
 
Topic:____________________________________________ 
 
 
Explanation / Brainstorming: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inquiry Questions: 
 
1. 
 
2. 



 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
  



Name:______________________________________ Date:_________________________ 
Block/Day:_____________________ 

Components of Good Inquiry Questions 
 

1 Most importantly...something you are interested in. 
2 The question is open to research. 

◦ This means you should be able to find some answers to the question by doing 
research. 

◦ An understanding of the question can be obtained within the scope of the 
course. "Who am I?" may be difficult to find an answer to through research, 
although you could adapt this question to make it open to research. 

3 You don't already know the answer, or have not already decided on the answer 
before doing the research. 

◦ Too often we go after questions for which we already have some kind of 
answer. 

◦ This might make it easier to write a quick paper but really violates the spirit 
of genuine inquiry. 

4 The question may have multiple possible answers when initially asked. 
◦ The question should not be answered by a simple yes/no. 
◦ Questions that examine "why" rather than "what" can help. "What" tends to 

lead to descriptions or single right answers. "Why" tends to lead to 
explanations. 

◦ For example: Do we use all of our brain? This is too restricted. The answer is 
either yes or no. 

5 It has a clear focus. 
◦ Some focus is required to allow productive research. An initial general 

question can get things started, but it will also likely need to be revised and 
focussed as the research continues. 

◦ Your final question should be as direct and specific as possible, or have clear 
subquestions. This will give you a good starting point as well as some 
direction in terms of how to proceed with your research. 

◦ For example: What is the mind? This is much too broad. Where would you 
start? How could you find an answer to this question? This question could be 
refined to "How does the mind form short-term versus long-term 
memories?" or "Why does memory differ in a six-year-old vs. an adult?" 

◦ How you decide to refine your question will depend on your own interests. 
6 The question should be reasonable. 

◦ This means that there should be credible information which you can use to 
research your question. 

◦ This does NOT mean the question has to be in the area of science, but it does 
mean that you should take a scientific approach (critical analysis) in 
researching your question. 

◦ For example: Do angels exist? You might have difficulty finding information 
on this topic. Not to mention that it is a yes or no question. Why do people 
believe in angels in today's society? This type of question can be more 
objective and will allow you to elaborate more on your topic. 



7 Try to avoid or rephrase questions which have a premise. 
◦ For example: Why do we only use 3% of our brain? 
◦ With this question comes the assumption that we do, in fact, only use 3% of 

our brain. 
◦ What if you use this question as the basis for your research, only to discover 

that is isn't true? A better alternative might be: What influences the 
percentage of our brain that we use? This questions doesn't make any initial 
assumptions and leaves room for many possible alternatives. 

 
8 Make sure you have defined all the terms in your question so you know 

exactly what you are asking. 
◦ If you are using subjective terms such as "latest" or "most recent", be sure to 

define exactly what you mean by this. For example, "most recent" as in the lst 
century? the last decade? the last two years? 

9 A new question can be asked once all your information is gathered. 
◦ A good inquiry never really completely ends. It should trigger new questions 

and things you are curious about. 
10 Having the right answer matters to you. 

◦ This may seem an odd thing to include but it is at the foundation to inquiry. 
Inquiry is about needing to know the answer to a question, or researching a question 
where the answer has consequences, so there is some pressure to get it right. Anything 
short of this can be a game, fun, mentally stimulating, but isn't genuine inquiry. 
 
 
 
 
  



English II 
 Day 2 
Inquiry  

Standard(s) 
 

RI 2.2 Analyze ideas and information from text and multimedia 
by formulating questions, proposing interpretations and 
explanations, and considering alternative views and multiple 
perspectives. 

Learning Targets/ 
I Can Statements 

I can analyze ideas and information from text and multimedia by 
formulating questions, proposing interpretations and 
explanations, and considering alternative views and multiple 
perspectives. 

Essential Question(s) How can I determine whether a source is credible or 
trustworthy? 

Resources Inquiry Notes 
Credible Sources Powtoon 
 

Learning Activities or 
Experiences 

Credible or Nah? 
 
Watch the following video and jot down your initial response. 
Determine whether or not the video is trustworthy based on the 
video. How do you know? Use complete sentences. (Type your 
answers in the Credible or Nah Handout) 

1. Spaghetti Tree 
 
Check out the following website and jot down your initial 
response. Determine whether or not the website is trustworthy 
based on website. How do you know? Use complete sentences. 
(Type your answers in the Credible or Nah Handout) 

1. Dhmo.org 
 
Revelations: Both the YouTube video and the DHMO.org are both 

unreliable sources. They both look credible and are filled will great 
information. However, it is important to dig deeper and find that 
dihydrogen monoxide is actually water. 

 
Video: Writing Videos for Kids: How to Evaluate Sources 
for Reliability 
 
Watch the attached video “Writing Videos for Kids: How to 
Evaluate Sources for Reliability” and take notes on how to 
determine the credibility sources.  
 
Webpage Credibility: 
 



Use the Webpage Credibility handout to evaluate the credibility 
of the following webpages. Submit your findings on Teams in 
Webpage Credibility box. 

 http://www.brookview.karoo.net/Stick_Insects/ 

 http://zapatopi.net/afdb/ 

 http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/ 

 
Research Questions (English 2 – 1A, 2A, & 2B) 
Continue to find credible research for your Inquiry 
Questions. Resource Notes handout is due when we return. 

 
Research Questions (English 2- 4B) 
Use the Resource Notes handout to compile sources for 
your research topic. 
 

Work to be Submitted Submit on Teams 
1. Credible or Nah? Response 
2. Webpage Credibility Evaluations 

 

 
 

  

http://www.brookview.karoo.net/Stick_Insects/
http://zapatopi.net/afdb/
http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/


English II 
 Day 3 
Inquiry  

Standard(s) 
 

C.2.3 Quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 

Learning Targets/ 
I Can Statements 

I can quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation 

Essential Question(s) How can I accurately use information and avoid plagiarism? 

Resources Citation Video 
Citation Handout  

Learning Activities or 
Experiences 

Citation, Citation, Citation 
 
Watch the “Citation for Beginners” video and answer the 
following questions. Use complete sentences. 
 
Check for Understanding 

1. What is plagiarism? 
2. Why do we use citations? 
3. What are the 3 components of a citation? 

 
In Text Citation Powerpoint  
View the MLA Citations ppt. – Updated and take MLA Citations 
Quiz on Mastery Connect  
 
Mastery Connect Code -English 2: 
1A -549324 
4B - 174627 
 
Mastery Connect Code - English 2 H: 
2A - 363344 
2B - 623152 
 
Research Questions (English 2 – 1A, 2A, & 2B) 

1. Continue to add to Resource Notes 
 

Research Questions (English 2- 4B 
2. Continue to add to Resource Notes Handout  

 
 

Work to be Submitted Submit on Teams 
3. Citation for Beginners Handout – Responses 

Submit on Mastery Connect 
4. Quiz  

 



Name:________________________________________  Date:____________________   
Class:___________________________ 
 

Research Notes Sheet 
 

Source #1: 

Title:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Publisher / Publishing City:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date (published or 

accessed):_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Website or other information: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Three Pieces of Information that you learned from the source: 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 



 

Two Quotes you can use from the source (these are NOT things in quotation marks) 

 

1. 

 

2. 

Source #2: 

Title:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Publisher / Publishing City:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date (published or 

accessed):_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Website or other information: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Three Pieces of Information that you learned from the source: 

 

1. 



 

2. 

 

3. 

 

Two Quotes you can use from the source (these are NOT things in quotation marks) 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

 

Source #3: 

Title:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Publisher / Publishing City:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date (published or 

accessed):_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Website or other information: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Three Pieces of Information that you learned from the source: 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

Two Quotes you can use from the source (these are NOT things in quotation marks) 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

 

Source #4: 

Title:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Publisher / Publishing City:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date (published or 

accessed):_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Website or other information: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Three Pieces of Information that you learned from the source: 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

Two Quotes you can use from the source (these are NOT things in quotation marks) 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 



 

Source #5: 

Title:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Publisher / Publishing City:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date (published or 

accessed):_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Website or other information: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Three Pieces of Information that you learned from the source: 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 



Two Quotes you can use from the source (these are NOT things in quotation marks) 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

 

Source #6: 

Title:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Author:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Publisher / Publishing City:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date (published or 

accessed):_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Website or other information: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Three Pieces of Information that you learned from the source: 

 



1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

Two Quotes you can use from the source (these are NOT things in quotation marks) 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

  



English II 
 Day 4 
Inquiry  

Standard(s) 
 

W.2.1.i -use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships among complex ideas and concepts; 

Learning Targets/ 
I Can Statements 

I can use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships among complex ideas and concepts; 

Essential Question(s) How can I use transitions to connect my introduction, body, and 
conclusion paragraphs? 

Resources Transitions Video 
Transitions – Quizizzz 
Resource Notes Handout 
USA Test Prep 

Learning Activities or 
Experiences 

Transitions 
 
Watch the video on Transitions and answer the following 
questions. Use complete sentences.  
 

1. What is the purpose of a transition? 
2. If you have 2 ideas that are similar what type of words 

might you use to show the similarities? 
3. Predict what would happen if an essay did not use 

transition words.  
 
Transitions - Quizzizz 
 
Complete the Quizzizz on Transitions.  
Code : 343486 
 
USA Test Prep 
Complete USA Test Prep – ELearning – Day 4 - Transitions 
 
Research Paper (English 2 – 1A, 2A, & 2B) 

3. Continue to add to Resource Notes 
4. Complete the attached Mad Lib Handout for your 

research topic!  
Research Paper (English 2- 4B) 

5. Continue to add to Resource Notes Handout  
6. Complete the attached Mad Lib Handout for your 

research topic!  
 

Work to be Submitted Submit on Teams 
5. Transitions Video Response 
6. Mad Libs Handoutn  



English II 
Day 5 

 

Standard(s) 
 

2.1.f Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic. 

Learning Targets/ 
I Can Statements 

I can develop a topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic. 

Essential 
Question(s) 

How does following the writing process help a writer craft an 
effective piece of writing? 

Resources Transitions Video 
Outlines Video 
Essay Outline Example 
Essay Outline Handout 

Learning Activities 
or Experiences 

Thesis Statement 
Watch the video on thesis statements and answer the questions 
below. Use complete sentences. 
 

1. What is a thesis statement? 
2. At what stage in the research paper process does the 

thesis fall? 
3. If there is no thesis then there is no _______.  

 
Research Outlines 
Watch the video on Research Paper Outlines and answer the 
questions below. Use complete sentences.  
 

1. What is the purpose of an outline? 
2. What are the components of an outline? 

 
Using what you have learned, create a thesis statement based 
on the notes provided in the video. Write your thesis statement 
in the Outline Handout. 
 
Research Questions (English 2 – 1A, 2A, & 2B) 

1. Use the resources you pulled to complete an outline 
based on your topic. Use attached Outline Sample as a 
reference. 
 

Research Questions (English 2- 4B 
1. Use the resources you pulled to complete an outline 

based on your topic. Use attached Outline Sample as a 
reference. 



Research Paper Outline  Name: ____________________________________ 

 

Introduction 

Background information the reader needs to know: 

 

 

 

Thesis statement: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

_____. 

 

Body 

 First Supporting Point 

Topic sentence: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

_____. 

Main points: 

 

 

 

Which source(s) will I include in this section? (Write source + borrowed information here) 

 

 

 

 Second Supporting Point 

Topic sentence: 

______________________________________________________________________ 



______________________________________________________________________________

_____. 

Main points: 

 

 

Which source(s) will I include in this section? (Write source + borrowed information here) 

 

 

 

 Third Supporting Point 

Topic sentence: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

_____. 

Main points: 

 

 

 

Which source(s) will I include in this section? (Write source + borrowed information here) 

 

 

 

 Opposing Side (What do they think and why?) 

Topic sentence: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

_____. 

Opposing side’s main points: 

 



 

Why my argument is stronger than the opposing side’s argument: 

 

 

Conclusion 

Why is my argument important?  What needs to be done about this problem or issue? 

 

 
 

 

 


